About the book
A Mind to Murder is a crime novel, the second one of the Adam Dalgliesh series, by the "baroness" of crime, P. D. James. It was first published in 1963. It is preceded by the novel « Cover Her Face », and the book that follows “A Mind to Murder” is called “Unnatural Causes”. All three of the stories take place in the south of England, with detective Adam Dalgliesh investigating bizarre and frightening murders occurring in unexpected places.

P. D. James
Phyllis Dorothy James was a bestselling and internationally acclaimed crime writer. She was the creator of Adam Dalgliesh and Cordelia Gray, and their long and successful series of mysteries. Her works include Innocent Blood (1980) and the Jane Austen-inspired Death Comes to Pemberley (2011). P. D. James was born in Oxford in 1920. She won awards for crime writing in Britain, America, Italy and Scandinavia, including the Mystery Writers of America Grandmaster Award. She received honorary degrees from seven British universities, was awarded an OBE in 1983 and created a life peer in 1991. In 1997 she was elected President of the Society of Authors, and stood down from this role in 2013 and later died in 2014, at the age of 94.

Summary of the novel
In a psychiatric clinic late one night, the piercing scream of a dying woman shatters the calm, and Detective Dalgliesh is called away from his literary soiree to investigate. He soon finds the body of a clinic employee lied on the cold basement floor, a chisel driven mercilessly through her heart. As Dalgliesh starts to investigate, however, the intricate web of lies and grudges among the staff and patients at the Steen Clinic cast confusing shadows. Detective Dalgliesh never failed to solve a case. Now, for the first time, he feels unsure of his own mastery. He starts to wonder: could the killer be preparing to strike again?

Main characters
Adam Dalgliesh is the protagonist of the mystery novel. He is a Detective Superintendent and works at Scotland Yard, in London. He is an intensely cerebral and private person and enjoys writing poetry, having published several volumes.
Enid Bolam is the victim of the story. She was a middle-aged woman working at the Steen Clinic in London as the administrative officer. Even if she was a very strict person, other clinic employees didn’t view her as a hardworking person.
Nurse Bolam is the victim’s cousin, and one of the characters that discovered the murder. She is one of the main suspects of Detective Dalgliesh’s case, having been before in pretty bad terms with her cousin.
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Problem of the story
After the murder of Enid Bolam, which transformed the clinic into a place where terrifying rumours are being spread among the staff and patients, Detective Dalgliesh is facing a difficult investigation where every character has an alibi, an excuse and no one has a motive. By restarting his investigations several times, he will finally be able to find the true motive, a very simple one but which required a critical mind.
Message of the story 
By writing a novel narrating the struggles of Detective Dalgliesh to discover the unknown killer between all the lies in the clinic, P. D. James wanted to convey the message that even one of the greatest detectives of England, having solved hundreds of difficult cases, is a human, and can make mistakes by condemning innocent persons, or by searching the killer using the wrong information.
The movie
In 1995, the movie for the novel was released by Gareth Davies, with the actor Roy Marsden playing the role of Detective Dalgliesh. Even if the film has many similarities to the novel, with the same place of murder, the victim isn’t the same as in the book. In the movie, its name is Dr Sarah Hillier, who was a member of Detective Dalgliesh’s team. In the book, Enid Bolam, the administrative officer, was murdered. The investigations of Detective Dalgliesh in the book and in the movie are very similar, but unlike the movie, Detective Dalgliesh wasn’t given any orders by his superiors who, in the film, urged him to finish the case as quickly as possible.
At the end of the movie, Detective Dalgliesh follows the killer, trying to escape from being arrested. The novel’s story, on the contrary, finishes with the killer being at the tribunal, and Detective Dalgliesh returning home, exhausted.
My favourite part of the story
The pursuit of one of the suspects, who eventually was not the criminal, in the last chapter of the story, was one of my favourite moments in the novel. This passage was full of tension and suspense, with the suspect escaping several times from the handcuffs of Detective Dalgliesh, who wanted to invite him to the headquarters to answer some questions about the murder.
Book analysis
I enjoyed reading this mystery book. The author’s writing style and her descriptions of the setting and the characters made me feel as if I was one of the characters of the story. I expected the case to be an easy one, and I was surprised by the amount of questioning of the suspects, making the story a puzzle where only the centre piece, the motive of the murder, was missing. I would recommend this book to children of our age, who love reading Agatha Christie-like mysteries. I would give this book a rate of five stars.
